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When we draft financial plans for clients who are near retirement or in retirement, we 
look at resources (assets) and needs (lifestyle) forecast to at least age 90. Sixteen years 
ago, when we drafted such a plan for a 74-year old client, she laughed and said she was 
sure she wouldn’t be around that long. This year, she’ll be celebrating her 90th birthday. 
She still has the assets to support herself, and she’s sure glad we planned for this. At age 
74, she questioned the idea of having any money in the stock market. Now, as her bills 
have all risen with inflation, and the amount of money she needs every month has nearly 
doubled, it’s become clear to her that growing her assets over time is critical. 
  
Retirement is a change in your life, not the end of your life. Similarly, it’s not the end of 
your need to intelligently manage your finances. The biggest mistake you can make is not 
planning to ensure the safety of your lifestyle and comfort in retirement. 
 
 
Kevin Kennedy is president of Kevin Kennedy, LLC, a registered investment advisor firm 
in Alameda. Reach him at 510-748-1898 or Kevin@KevinKennedyLLC.com. Stocks, 
bonds, and mutual funds involve risk, including loss of principal. Past performance is no 
guarantee of future results.T  
 
 


