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Thirdly, make sure you pay off the balance every month. I would suggest setting up 
online access to view your balance frequently so you know when to pay and can pay with 
the click of a button. If you carry a balance, and incur the ridiculous interest charges most 
cards assess, it will offset any benefit of free miles.  
 
Finally, be very careful about the airline you accumulate miles on. Right now, many of 
the largest US airlines are either bankrupt or headed in that direction. Your accumulated 
miles are typically not protected from a company going out of business, and you are not 
considered a creditor in bankruptcy proceeding, so the chance your miles get wiped out is 
real.  
 
We’re moving to an age of plastic, where the old methods of cash or check are quickly 
going away. Whether we are comfortable with that or not, everyone from retailers to 
financial institutions will continue to promote the trend towards electronic banking. 
Adapting to this change in a way that offers great benefits is both smart and simple, and 
you may get a nice vacation out of it! 
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