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If you have questions as to who you can and should name as beneficiaries for your estate, 
talk to your financial advisor or attorney. Remember, California is a community property 
state, so if you’re married, your spouse is typically going to be your primary beneficiary 
unless they legally waive that right. There are also special considerations when naming a 
minor as a beneficiary, so again talk to your attorney if you plan to name your minor 
child as a successor beneficiary in the event something happens to you and your spouse. 
 
We’ve all seen the bumper sticker on the back of the Winnebago that reads, “We’re 
spending our kids inheritance”. Heck, you earned it, enjoy it. But make sure your 
beneficiary information is up to date: it may actually be your deceased Uncle Fred’s 
inheritance that you’re spending!  
 
 
 
Kevin Kennedy is president of Kevin Kennedy, LLC, a registered investment advisor firm 
in Alameda. Reach him at 510-748-1898 or Kevin@KevinKennedyLLC.com. Stocks, 
bonds, and mutual funds involve risk, including loss of principal. Past performance is no 
guarantee of future results.  
 
 


