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How will you use your additional 15 years of life? Is 15 more years of playing golf at the 
tail end of your life the best way to use them? What if you sprinkled those 15 years 
throughout your life, taking time out to go on sabbatical, re-educate yourself, raise a 
family, or volunteer in a personally rewarding venture? Why should those 15 years be 
horded for late in life? What would you find most satisfying?  
 
The key ingredient for success is to design your own road map. As the saying goes, 
“People don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.” What’s your five-year, 10-year, life-plan? 
Grind it out at the job you dislike for 20 more years so at age 60 you can sit around for 30 
years and rest? Pass on your dreams and aspirations now so somewhere down the road 
you can hopefully pursue them?  
 
Look around; everywhere around you you’ll see people pursuing their dreams in very 
non-traditional ways. Go to the senior center and see 65 year-olds learning to use 
computers (wouldn’t Otto von Bismarck be surprised?). Check out the local college, and 
see the business executive getting a teaching credential. How can they do this? They had 
a plan, thought outside the box, and took the steps needed, both financially and 
emotionally, to make it a reality. 
 
The age-old question, “How much do I need to retire?” is almost irrelevant today. Build a 
plan around your goals and road map, and commit yourself to doing what it takes to 
support your own success. You may find you never grow old! 
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