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years, and own the proper mix of assets that will help you achieve those goals. And don’t 
be afraid to go against popular opinion. The idea is to buy low and sell high, right? 
 
Resolution #4: Learn from mistakes, then let them go. The past few years have been 
tough on workers and investors, and many people’s financial picture is not as bright 
today as it was in the late 1990’s. Take the time to reflect back on the decisions you made 
over the past few years that you may now regret, and try to learn from them. In the 
investing world, losing money is often referred to as “paying tuition”. If you’ve “paid 
tuition”, make sure you learned something that can help you in the future. Once you’ve 
done this, put the past behind you. Although we can apparently clone humans, we haven’t 
yet figured out a way to go back in time, so the past is still the past. Yes, you should have 
sold at the top. Yes, you shouldn’t have left your cushy job to go to work for that 
promising startup. Hindsight is 20/20. It’s over and done with. Let it go, lift your head up, 
and start looking at the rest of your financial life. Forget the mistake, but don’t forget the 
lesson learned. 
 
I wish you all health, happiness, and prosperity in the New Year! 
 
 
Kevin Kennedy is president of Kevin Kennedy, LLC, a registered investment advisor firm 
in Alameda. Reach him at 510-748-1898 or Kevin@KevinKennedyLLC.comTT. Stocks, 
bonds, and mutual funds involve risk, including loss of principal. Past performance is no 
guarantee of future results.  
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